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$ The Weather 

Today— Partly cloudy, high in mid 70s,' 
low in low to mid 50s. Chance of rain is 
30 per cent, 10 per cent tonight. Wed- 
nesday-Sunny. high in mid 70s. 
Yesterday —3 p.m. Air Index: 25; 
Temp, range: 78-47. Detaiison A24. 
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Tells President 
He Will Complete 
Appointed Term 

By Jules Witcover * 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

Vice President Rockefeller, pilloried from the right 
within his own Republican Party and ignored on major 
policy decisions within the Ford administration, 
yesterday suddenly withdrew his name from con- 
sideration as President Ford’s running mate next year. 

The Vice President, in a letter he handed personally to 
President Ford at the White House about 10:30 a.m., 
gave no reason for his unexpected move, except to say he 
was acting now “for your own planning” on considering a 
1976 vice presidential replacement. 

But the timing of the announcement, coinciding with 
the President’s shake-up of his administration’s national 
security leadership, led inevitably to speculation that the 
two were related. 

A closp New York political associate of Rockefeller, 
Rep. Barber B. Conable (R-N.Y.), said he thought the 
apparent downgrading of the Vice President’s old friend. 
Secretary of State Henry A. Kissinger, may have been 
“the last straw” triggering Rockefeller’s action. But 
Conable said he had not discussed the matter with the 
Vice President. 

Sources within the administration said that the Vice 
President was not consulted in advance about any 
aspects of the national security shake-up. Shortly alter 
Rockefeller informed Mr. Ford of his decision yesterday, 
Kissinger had lunch with the Vice President in 
Rockefeller’s office, suite, but there was no report on 
their conversation. 

Another close associate, Sen. Jacob K. Javits CR- 
N.Y.), said he believed the Vice President had acted 
because he “just couldn’t take” the administration’s 
increasingly conservative policies, and particularly Mr. 
Ford's adamant posture against bailing out near- 
bankrupt New York City. That position was one of the. 
few Rockefeller had publicly disagreed with. Javits said 
he talked with the Vice President after his decision to 
withdraw from 1976 vice presidential consideration, but 
they did not discuss why he had so decided. 

Rockefeller assured the President he will stay on as 
Vice President for the rest of his appointed term, to 
January, 1977, and to ‘‘assist in any way I can in carrying 
on to cope with the problems that confront the nation” 
until then. 

But Rockefeller s role in the administration, always 
less than he had hoped and according to associates a 
cause of increasing chagrin to him, seems certain to be 
even further diminished as a result of his decision. 

Both the White House and Rockefeller’s office em- 
phasized that the letter was sent on the Vice President’s 
initiative, but White House press secretary Ron Nessen 
said Mr. Ford and Rockfeller had discussed the matter 
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directly a couple of days earlier . 

Although Rockefeller made no mention of the pressure 
for his removal from the 1976 Republican ticket by party 
conservatives, such pressdre has been a continuing 
political reality not only for the Vice President himself 
but for the President striving to hold his party together 
and withstand a well-organized challenge to his own 
nomination. 

For most of this year. Rockefeller has been the target 
of Republican conservatives who wanted at first to 
replace him in 1976 with somebody like former Gov. 
Ronald Reagan of California. 

The emergence of Reagan as a prospective challenger 
to* Mr. Ford— he is expected to declare his candidacy 
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later this month— led to an intensified wooing of party 
conservatives, with the President's campaign manager, 
Howard H. (Bo) Callaway, openly volunteering that 
Rockefeller's presence on the 1976 ticket would make it 
harder to nominate Mr. Ford. 

~~ -Through last summer, Callaway’s candor about 
Rockefeller as a negative factor in the President's 
prospects was viewed widely as a thinly Veiled en- 
ticement to Reagan to abandoivthoughts of running for 
President and accept the second spot to Mr. Ford next 
year. * - V‘ 

But through it all, Reagan’s political lieutenants have 
pressed forward undeterred by Rockefeller’s {fate. 
Reagan, in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., yesterday, said he was 
••‘astounded” at the Vice President's decision and added 
‘ Immediately that he was still not interested in replacing 
him on the ticket. 

‘‘Frankly, my own feeling is no, I’m not interested,” 
Reagan said. **I have another decision to make.” 
Callaway said Rockefeller's decision came as a 
“complete surprise” to him. “As a practical political 
matter, this will stimulate interest in the President’s 
campaign and In the Republican National Convention 
next August.” , V l 

Other Republicans noted that Rockefeller's removal 
from consideration in 1978 could bring strength to Mr. 
Ford merely by the fact that other influential politicians 
would back the President in the hope that such action 
might bring them the vice presidential nomination. 

Reagan himself, in Florida, said he thought 
Rockefeller’s decision “will probably open an appeal to a 
number of conservative Republicans who have ex- 
pressed dissatisfaction with the' ether half of the ticket 
(Rockefeller). So in that way- it should Selp President 
Ford.” W V\. .* 

But a Reagan aide minimized the impact. “They’re 
going to find there wasn't as much to all this get-Rocky 
talk as they thought," he said. “Rocky was an excuse 
(for conservatives) for not supporting the President, not 
a fact.” 

Sen. Barry M. Goldwater (R-Ariz.), long an intraparty 
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foe of Rockefeller's, said the Vice President phoned him l 
Sunday night to break the news. “I just said to him, ? 
‘Maybe you should run for President,'” Goldwater 
reported. 

Nessen, asked whether he thought Rockefeller's i 
decision indicated the Vice President might try for the 
1976 presidential nomination himself, said: “I didn’t get 
the feeling of anything like that.” • \ 

Goldwater said he believed Rockefeller “felt that by 
his action he cofild relieve President Ford of some of the 
political pressures that had resulted from his possible 
inclusion on the Republican ticket next year. His action 
was a commendable recognition of today’s political 
realities.” 

Among New York Republicans especially, the belief 
was strong that the Vice President’s differences with Mr. 
Ford over the New York City crisis was, as Javits ! 
suggested, decisive. A source described as close to the ! 
Rockefeller family told the Associa ted Press : 

“Nelson felt that all the things he helped to build here 
would be in jeopardy because of Fod’s policy toward New 
York. You can see the monumental impact of New York 
City's crisis:;. . . when it impelled Nelson to give up’ 
something he really wanted.” 

Rockefeller’s interest in the vice presidency came 
after three unsuccessful tries for the GOP presidential, 
nomination, in 1960, 1964 and 1968, during which he often 
turned aside speculation that he accept the vice 
presidency by saying he was “not built to be stand-by* 
material.” 

But when Gerald Ford became Peresident, Rockefeller 
— then having resigned as governor of New York after 15 
years in office to prepare to run himself in 1976 — made! 
his availability know at once. He endured long 
congressional confirmation hearings and once sworn in 
often publicly expressed satisfaction in his role. 

But like most Vice Presidents before him, he soon 
found that he was not as influential in administration 
decision^xn^King as he had hoped. He was credited with 
authorship of the administration’s proposal for a neW 
Energy Independence Agency and took pride in that 
effort, but it is expected to be rejected by Congress. 









